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THE ISTANA 
 
If there most important consideration in choosing a place to stay are location, 
location, location, then there’s a good argument to be made that this cliff top 
aerie is the best villa in Bali. Perched 50 meters above the celebrated surf breaks 
of Uluwatu on the Bukit, the island’s Southmont peninsula, the five-suite Istana 
has a more complete sense of seclusion than any house on the market, with a 
view composed entirely of sea and sky, sunlight and air. The architecture is an 
attractive hybrid of understand modernist with traditional Indonesian detailing; 
Every sight line is cleverly calculated to bring the eye back to the sea. The 
interior are pleasant enough, if pervaded by a blandness one might associate 
with a midrange resort rather than a great private estate. But the bar is well 
stocked and the resident chef can prepare a wide range of cuisines; the state-of 
the art-kitchen also available for self catering. 
(62-361/730668; www.theistana.com; sleeps 10, from US$ 1,250 a night, 
including car and driver). 


